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Interview with Mr. Juozas BRAZAITIS 



Idthuanian magazine Lietuvių Dienos , in Los Angeles* Galif . , 
publishea an intervlew with Professor J. Brazaitis, Ereeident of 
the litMnian pront ( December, 1953 ), • 

Question . Luring 50 yeare o f your Ii fe you faave follow«d the poliV ? 
ical Ii fe of Llthunian nation and you took active pert in the 
deoiaions on Titai problema of LLthuania, What is your opinion on 
nailonai poli t ical maturity ? 

Ąnswer. I f by political maturity i s understood what our nation 
is seeking . and by which means, and the evaluation of itB own problema t 
Lithuanian political maturity during the days of its independėnc© 
and now mušt bęregarded as higb. It aeems to me, however, that 
thie maturity^ hąa been better shown by the"lower"part of the nation 
- rillagCrs, faraers and workers. The youth was the part of the 
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nation which was mosi sensitive about the ideale of the people. 
ftHni lt beems ifbbjfc the sound instinct wae better judge of the 

Bituation than the enligfrtened reason. The idealiam of younger 
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generatioh wa$ better atimulant for actiom in the fleld where oal- 
oulated realiu of older generatlon auggested ailence or o ven the 

r į 

path of Cpporbunism. 

■ .v* 

Oueatldn . Which government, that of Tautininkai ( The Hationaliat 
party) įpr/ j the provisional government of 194 Įi, mušt be regarded as 
the lašt government of Lithuania, both frorn legal and prąotioal 

vievifpoi&t ? _ \ 
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Anawor. The provisional govemment was the laat govemment of Litb- 



unia. In various memoranda to foreign govemment 8 we have considered 
the provisional govemment as an erpreaaion of genuine aspirationa 
of the people for independence, for it a own statė and government . % 
uprising and constitution of provisional govemment not only the 
sovereignity of Lithuania was restored, bot also dispelled the 
Soviet propaganda myth that Lithuania had joined the Soviet Union of 
its own vili,,, This waa our important politioal argument . We oazmot 
rejeot the facts we want others to believe, 

Qttestion . What are the aotivities of the Lithuanian Pront for liberat- 
ion after it withdrew from the VLIK ( the Supreme Committee for Liberat- 
ion of Lithuania )? Does it have the baoldLng in the resitanoe movement 

0 

at heme ? 

9 

Ansvrer . Ihere are three fields in which the emigre reaiatance activ- 
ities may find the ir erpressioni the propaganda- diploaatic field, 
by emphasizing o ar oause among foreign powers f the field of cultural 
aotivities, by preserving emigre groups in within the framework of 
national traditiona, and there are a ome speniai problema, 

At the begiiming , the most important activitiea of our liber- 
ation were in the first field. We had to fight againat the ebataolea 
everynhere, This reąuired nobilization of all our foroes and funda. 

Now the aitMinian aituation has become muoh better. In various ways 
the foreign countries are coming to help ub, The aituation ia nore 
oritioal in the second field. There is increasing danger that we might 
lose the younger emigre generation. fithout abandoning the propagan- 
da field of liberation ihCTHgte r*taBX wftg i rira na and the eontaot with 
foreign powera, the Lithuanian Pront is concentrating moat of ita 
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aotivitiea i n the field o f preservation of those living i n the 

free world * 

As for baaking from homeland, the members ©f the Lithuanian 
Pront are active i n the resitance movement there, When in I944 
VLIK urged all who w ere able to dom b© to stay at home, the repreeen- 
tative of the LF was the only memeber ©f VLIK who 9 obeyed to 
this order. The military and Information leaders of the Lithuanian 
Pront have followed hia erample , They Joined the fate ©f many combat- 
ants for freedoo. J, Daumantas in his book Bartisana behind the 
Iron Curtain has enumerated the resistanoe organizations whioh 
had Joined the ir efforts in coounon fight under ©ne leadeship, Ąmang 
those organisations you wiU also find the Lithuanian Front ( p* 238), 
To the members of Lithuanian Pront here, in exile, those flgjhting at 
hone are norai support . We auul wish to remain true to this movement 
for freedom; we wiah to preserve this fidelity, espeoially among the 
younger generation* we wish the faithfuli ereeution of the oblig- 
ations , given to the resistanoe movement at home, 

Question . Does lithuanian Pront consider that after the liberation 

t 

of ttttnii Litliuania it will wind up it s aot ivitįbes as a resistanoe 
movement ? 

0 

Answer, This problem will be solved after the liberation, Besides, 
it will be dtcided by those living over there, not by us, 

Ouestion . You were present at the Lithuanian pront. conferenoe in 

Europe on September 5-8, 1953. People wonders why this conferenoe 

,į ■■ 

had not sent greeting telegrama to VLIK and to the chief of 

diplomatic missiona, Mr. Lozoraitis ? j • 

, į ■ ,į 

Answer , The lithuanian Pront evaluates the institutions and peTSorv 
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allties not by their titlea būt by their contribution to the Idth- 
unian cause, Thus greeting telegrama ahould be deoided notėto vilom*’ 
but'for what deeds'.' A whole aeries of personalities and inatitutlons 
were greeted by the conferenee in appreciation of their reapective 
oontributions. 

QuBBticm . Doea the Lithuanian Front want to return to Vilk, and 

if so, on what conditiona ? 

* 

Answer, The Lithuanian ?ront was and štili ia for a united and 
common leadership of liberation, The Lithuanian Frant had much cont- 
rlbuted in building up auch leadership in LithuanAa, After VLIK waa 
constituted, the Lithuanian Front took an active part in ita aotiv- 
itiea, Later on theae activities became impoasible, and many efforta 
to improve intemal status of VLIK were unsuoceasful, Then the 
Lithuanian Front walked out of VLIK, By this act it tried to put 
their political groups which conatitute VLIK and public opini on on 
guard and to foster the idea of renovation of VLIK, The atatement,> 
i88ued after withdrawal from VLIK, aaya among other thingaj ^In 
order to improve ( VLIK) these thinga are needed; a) the reform of 
peraonnel, i, e, that the parties and reaistanoe moveaente ahould 
aasign to VLIK politioally ezperienoed and capable repreBentativea^ 
b) the political reform, i, e, that the olear and undoubtful charaoter 
of VLIK ( aa an inatitution of resiatanoey be restored and that all 
ita aotivities be oonoentrated on liberation and nbt on the interesta 

r- 

of particulat groupa and blockaj c) the moral refprm, i, e, that 
disorimination , elander be rooted out f and trust and solidarity be 
restored among the members of VLIK,* d) the economic reform, i, o, that 
the funds.VLIK is getting frau the eocietjy be Justified by real and 

1 { ‘Jį 

clearcut deeds f ( Darbininkas , Oct, 7, 1952), 
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The Lithuanian Front understanfis that thoee are the conditions 
under whlch TUK might be revived , and also the conditions, under 
which the Lithuanian Front £aix might rejoin VLIK in activities 
one way or another , Unfort unately f the conferenoe in Europe came to 
the conclusion that during the lašt year VLIK had deteriorated and 
practically ceased to be leading factor in liberation activities, 
QueBtion . What are the ielations between the Lithuanian Front and the 

Ohristian Denocratic Party ( the KS£x KDP) ? Dos s the lithuanian Front 

..0 

oooperate with the Lithuanian Resistance Alliance ( the IRS) ? 

0 

Answer . Principally we uaotyxfca arė ready to cooperatė with any 
group, and e epe c lai ly with the reBistanoe movements. Ihere are no basic 
obstacles for s och cooperation in exile, as there were no suoh obstaclei 
for cooperation between, say, political groups and the Riflemen'a 
Asaooiation, No secret, hoeever, that suoh obstacles do ezist and 
they worsen the relatiens. In each cooperation there are two aidės, 

I oan speak tffct^about the Lithuanian Front, The lithuanian Front 
would likę to take the position which would,at least , aoknotvledge and 
respect the freedom of aotion to all groups and to ourselves, even if 
the genulne cooperation were lapossible, 

There is no direct cooperation vrith the IRS . 

Q uostiem. There were many ehargea against you personally, Rhat do 
you think about those eharges and the ir authors ? 

Ąnswer, I would not likę to be the judge, They mušt Judge it by 
themselves, aocording to their conscience, In my opini on^ it is past, 
Better is to look ahead, 

Queatlon, Whrther you intedd to concentrate yoursėlf on polit- 
ical, or scientific activities during the nert 50 years of your Ii fe? 
Ąnewer . Are we able to do what we likę? Do you think suoh a choice 

wįįį exist in Lithuania? Our duties will 'be assigned to us, and we 
act accordingly in a^OTiscientious manner as jpossible. 
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Mr. Sidaikauskas on lithuanian Conference. 

In an interview with the correapondent of Naujienos Mr, V, Sietai* 
kauskas, chairman of the CCMlITTEE FOR A IREE LITHUANIA, explained, 
amang other things, his opinion on the Lithuanian conference whioh 
should take place in the future ( Naujienos , Jsn, 13 , I954 ). 

He 8aid; 

11 Such a conference would be ūse fui » much had been thou gjht and 
talked about it, The Committee for a Pree Lithuania ( the LĖK) haa 
prepared a detailed program for such conference and sent it to those 
who are conoemed with it. In my opinion, the changing International 
situatlon urges that all factors of liberatlon be conoemed with 
it, The Committee for a Pree Lithuania was and štili is in fhvor of 
such a conference , Uhder present conditions the best plaoe for it 
would be the United States**, 

Mr, Sidaikauskas also ezpcressed his hope that in I954 the 
United Center of Information which was forma d by the Supreme Committee 
of Liberation ( TUK ), American Lithuanian Council ( the ALE ) and 
the Coomittee for a Pree Lithuania ( LEE ) , will perfozm better job. 

In coholusion, Mr, V. Sidaikauskas erpressed his opinion that 
the newly adopted atomic strategy will somewhat delay the liberatlon 

C- 

of Eastem and Central Europe, Therefore he arge d a long-term polioy 
wMch will finally bring about freedom to Lithuania, 
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